
ECON 3080 Syllabus 
Intermediate Macroeconomics 

Fall 2016 
 
 
Instructor:  Alex Hill 
Office:   ECON 309B 
Office Hours:   Tuesday 10PM-11PM, Thursday 12:15–1:15 PM 
Email Address:  Alexander.m.hill@colorado.edu 
Lecture:  TTh 11-12:15 PM ECON 117 
   
Grading 
Final/Midterms   25 points each 
Attendance   15 points 
Homework   10 points 
 
Grading Explanation 

The midterm exams for this course will be in class and are tentatively scheduled for October 11 and 
November 17. The final is on December 13 from 4:30 PM to 7:00 PM. Each of these tests is worth 25 
percent of your final grade and will consist of a mixture of short answer and multiple choice. There will 
be no makeup exams

missing a midterm due to a documented illness, medical emergency or death in your immediate family. 
These are the only acceptable reasons for missing a midterm. Additionally, you must take the final. If 
you have 3 or more finals on the same day, you can arrange to take the last final at an alternate time. 
However, you must notify me of this no later than six weeks into the semester and provide proof that 
it is your 3rd or more exam on that day. 
 
Attendance in lecture is mandatory. You are allowed to drop 3 of your attendance days, so you can see 
this as 3 allowed absences from class in case of illness, travel, etc. Once you have exceeded your 
allotment of 3 allowed absences, your attendance score will decline at a quadratic rate. So, if you miss 1 
day beyond the 3 allowed absences, you will lose 1 point off your attendance grade, 2 days = 4 points off 
your attendance grade, 3 days = 9 points off your attendance grade, and so on. This is a lesson in 
economics you should be familiar with at this point in your academic career: people respond to 
incentives. I want to provide you with the correct incentives to achieve in this class and one of those is 
class attendance. I will begin taking attendance on Wednesday, January 21. If you miss the first two 
weeks following this date, you will be administratively dropped from the class. 
 
Homework will consist of 4 written assignments and a summary of an article. Your grade will be out of 
ten on each of these assignments, with your homework grade in this class being an average of all 4 
written assignments and the summary. There are no excused homework assignments. Any questions 
you have about the homework assignments should be directed to me via email or in office hours. All 
homework is 



Attendance is 15 percent of your grade and will be taken at the beginning of class, so please arrive on 
time. Attendance is taken by signing your name on an attendance sheet. Anyone who arrives late to 
class will not be given the opportunity to sign the sheet without a valid excuse. 
 
Goals for Course 

Many intermediate macroeconomics courses across the country are taught in a robotic manner. They 
focus on memorization and regurgitation of mathematical steps. This course will be much more like an 
economics course someone would have taken in the late 19th and early 20th century. You will encounter 





Course Schedule (Subject to Change) 

Date Section Topic Assignment Reading 

23-Aug Intro to Econ       

25-Aug Review of Principles Math Review   3.3,3.5 

30-Aug Review of Principles GDP/Inflation   2.2,2.3,8.2-8.4 

1-Sep Review of Principles Unemployment/Government   7.2-7.7,8.5,17 

6-Sep Bank Runs and the Fed Banking and Finance   16.3 

8-Sep Bank Runs and the Fed Banking Problems and the Fed HW 1 10.4,12.7 

13-Sep International Macro  Exchange Rates and Crises   18.6-18.8,19 

15-Sep Post WWII Macro     


