




years, consistently the best feedback for this course has been about the group assignments we do in 
class.  For this reason, I want to devote the time that we can spend in-person doing those assignments.  
I know that some other classes that don’t have space to have everyone present are going to simply 
lecture and simultaneously Zoom that lecture to the students unable to be there.  I see no great 
advantage in doing that over just having a Zoom lecture.  I feel that you really get the most out of 
class by interacting and problem-solving (with guidance).   
 
Of course, we do need time for lecture, so I will have some lectures on Zoom at the beginning of each 
section and will add more that will be recorded (hopefully with some student virtual presence) for 
everyone to access at any time.  The most difficult piece of the puzzle will be finding time for group-
led discussions/presentations, but I have a detailed plan for scheduling those, and we will go over all 
course scheduling in detail during the first week of class.  You should also check the “Course 
Outline” link 
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4. Self-study: reading the text and solving the review questions. 
 
 
Assessment systems: 

1. Cumulative Exams: shown to improve learning more than virtually every other technique.  As 
noted above, exams are a part of the learning process, not just a part of assessment – we will 
go over every exam (except, unfortunately, the final) in class.  4(+)%+)!>01("'(+(0+1&<)&8+"';+
1&*&"1'+(-&+!"(&1)"*+"%+8&+75)*;+5>0'+(-"(+)'/01!"()0'3++D-)%+)'.1&"%&%+*0'6@(&1!+*&"1')'6E  
There will be three exams and a cumulative final.  All exams are cumulative, and the material 
does build on itself, so it is important to understand all of the concepts as we go.   

2. Group assignments will account for part of your grade (see below). 
3. In-class Problems can add to your group-assignments grade.  These will play a minor role 

given COVID logistics. 
 
 
 
More Information on Assessment: 
In-class Problems: 
It is important to understand how to apply concepts as we cover them, so you will have the 
opportunity to work on some problems in class (in pairs or small groups) almost every day.  You may 
be selected to show some of these to the class, and this demonstration can add to your group-
assignments grade. 
 
 
Group Assignments: 
These cooperative learning exercises (detailed above) are extremely important.  The group 
assignment dates are listed in the course outline.  It is important not to miss these days without an 
excused absence.  The object of these assignments is to work together and engage your brains in the 
learning process.  The goal is NOT to try and finish the assignments quickly, or in most cases, to even 
finish them at all.  You will receive a passing score of 75% just for being present and working on the 
in-class problems with your group.  Also, any group-work that you submit with the names of all 
members of your group listed by last name in alphabetical order, will receive an additional 10%.  Any 
day that no cell phone of any member of your group is visible, your group will receive an additional 
10%.  Lastly, if I never see your cell phone during class throughout the entire semester, your overall 
grade for these assignments will be raised another 5%.  Additionally, I will sometimes have a random 
member of a random group demonstrate a problem at the board, and if you are a member of the group 
that presents, it can raise your grade for that assignment.   
 
 
Exams: There will be three exams and a cumulative final.  These will be given in class on the days 
listed.  No exams will be dropped.  To be fair to everybody, I will not answer ANY questions during 
exams (even about typos) – this puts everyone on equal footing during the exams.  The material does 
build on itself, so it is important to understand all of the concepts as we go.  Exams will be given in 
class on the days listed.  If you miss an exam with a valid excuse (e.g. a note from your doctor or 
Wardenburg), then the weight of your final will be increased.  Undocumented illnesses do not 



count as valid excuses (as long as this is not in conflict with a University policy).   Note that the 
exam dates below are not tentative – exams will be given in class on the days listed.  NO 
EXAMS Will Be DROPPED!!   
 
 
Exam Schedule: 
Exam I:  Friday, 



 
Additional Notes: 
COVID requirements: 
As a matter of public health and safety due to the pandemic, all members of the CU Boulder community and all 
visitors to campus must follow university, department and building requirements, and public health orders in 
place to reduce the risk of spreading infectious disease. Required 



Classroom Behavior 
Both students and faculty are responsible for maintaining an appropriate learning environment in all 
instructional settings, whether in person, remote or online. Those who fail to adhere to such behavioral 
standards may be subject to discipline. Professional courtesy and sensitivity are especially important with 
respect to individuals and topics dealing with race, color, national origin, sex, pregnancy, age, disability, creed, 
religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, veteran status, political affiliation or political 
philosophy.  For more information, see the policies on classroom behavior and the Student Code of Conduct.  

 
Preferred Student Names and Pronouns 

CU Boulder recognizes that students' legal information doesn't always align with how they identify. Students 
may update their preferred names and pronouns via the student portal; those preferred names and pronouns are 


