
Syllabus 
 Math Tools for Economists II 

ECON 1088-003 
2018 Fall 

 

 
Instructor: Sihong Xie 
Class Meeting: Monday, Wednesday & Friday 2:00 pm Ȃ 2:50 pm, DUAN G2B47 
Office Location: Economics Building Room 309B 
Office Hours:   Monday, Wednesday & Friday 1:00 pm- 1:40 pm  
Class Website: Desire2Learn (D2L)  
Email Address: sihong.xie@colorado.edu                                    
 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTON & OBJECTIVES  

 
This course is the second of two courses designed to give you the mathematical background 
necessary for future courses in business and economics. It is a continuation of ECON 1078 which 
builds upon the basic foundation developed in that course. Topics to be covered in this course 
include differentiation, optimization, integration and their applications in economics. These are 
Chapters 6,7,8,9, and 11 in the textbook. These tools will help you better understand the 
mathematical framework on which economics models are built and help you to prepare for more 

mailto:sihong.xie@colorado.edu


 
Calculators will NOT be allowed during exams!!!  
 
I want you to understand what you are doing and calculators are a major impediment to 
understanding, so y������ǯ����������������������������������Ǥ�I will make sure that any actual 
calculations you need to perform on the tests will be straightforward, so using a calculator is 
unnecessary. 
 

NOTES 
 
I will ask you to do small practice problems along with lectures during class, so it is a good idea to 
bring a spiral notebook and pens to work with me in class. If you must miss a lecture for any 
reason, please be sure to obtain the notes from a classmate and come to my office to discuss any of 
the material from the lecture.  

 
OFFICE HOURS  

 
Office hours are established to help you succeed! You should use them as a resource to get extra 
help on lecture material, problem sets, express concerns or difficulties in your study, and to explore 
ideas you are interested



MISSED EXAMINATIONS  
 
There will be no makeup exams. If a medical or family emergency arises, contact me right after you come 
back to class. Then schedule a meeting with me and bring a documented medical or family emergency 
notification. A missed exam will be given no weight in the calculation of the final grade and other exams will 
be reweighted accordingly.  
 
If you have three or more final exams (including mine) scheduled for the same day, you can 
reschedule my final exam if you would like. If you are a student-athlete, and your game schedules 
conflict with the exam schedule, please inform me in a written note, so I can arrange your exam 
proctored by an athletic administrator. For any of these accommodations, you are required to let 
me know 10 weeks after the first day of class, which is Monday, October 29, 2018.   
 

CHEATING 
 

Cheating is NOT tolerated in this class. ǲ������������t, accuse!ǳ is the mantra for this department, 
so clear yourself from all suspicious behavior. If I have strong suspicions of dishonest behavior, 
first, I am obligated to impose an academic sanction that includes failure in the course even for a 
single instance. Second, I am obligated to report all incidents of academic misconduct to the Honor 
Code Office. Cheating results in a severe setback for you and considerable administration time for 
me, so my best advice to you is DO NOT CHEAT! 
 

GRADE ADJUSTMENT  
 
You will be responsible for monitoring your own grades. All communication about grades is 
through D2L or in person, not through email! I will post grades for all graded work in a timely 
manner. If you have questions about grades, you should come to talk to me immediately. I will not 
accept individual request on changing grades two weeks after they are posted.  
 
I reserve the rights to curve the grades for any individual exam or course overall. No grades will 
be adjusted after an overall course curve has been applied. Individual requests for extra credit 
or grade adjustment will be denied in order to maintain fairness to all students in the class.  
 

ASSESSMENT and GRADING 
 

Evaluations will take the following forms: 
  

Attendance  10% 

Homework 20% 

Midterm Exam 1 20% 

Midterm Exam 2 20% 

Final Exam 30% 

 
All exams are closed-book exams. All you need to bring to exams are pencils 

 
Homework: You will not fully grasp the material unless you practice on a regular basis. 





For more information on the religious holidays most commonly observed by CU Boulder students 
consult the online interfaith calendar, http://www.interfaithcalendar.org/. 
 

  

Classroom Behavior Policy  
Students and faculty each have responsibility for maintaining an appropriate learning 




