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Instructor and contact information 
Instructor: Dr. Daria Bottan 
 
Email: daria.bottan@colorado.edu 
 
My Office Hours: 
I will hold office hours during 3 different times every week. Feel free to stop by, ask questions, 
and just chat. If you would like to talk to me but your schedule does not allow you to come during 
office hours, email me and we can arrange a personal appointment.  
 
I realize that coming to office hours may be uncomfortable and even a little scary. But once you 
do come to office hours, you’ll probably realize it isn’t as bad as you imagined. I also feel like 
going to office hours can be really useful: I can help you resolve a lot of questions and issues if 
we speak one on one. Do not hesitate to reach out no matter how small or large your issue is. I am 
here to help. I am available to you, your issues matter to me and office hours is the best way to 
discuss them (I prefer t to email).  
 
When the classes are remote, I’ll give office hours over zoom. Once/if we can gather in person the 
office hours will be in person in my office ECON 04B (It is in the basement of the economics 
building). 
 
I will give office hours from 12:30 to 1:30 on Tuesday and Thursday. 
And from 11am to 12pm on Wednesday. The zoom link for office hours will always be the same 
and is:  https://cuboulder.zoom.us/j/98032994195 
 
TA office hours: 
TA office hours will be posted on the Canvas web page below the syllabus by the end of the first 
week of classes. Our TAs are very competent and I highly recommend their office hours too. 
 
Questions about technical issues: 
I’ll cover these questions in more detail further in the syllabus however note that I can’t help 
students with most of the technical issues regarding our class website (Achieve), however 



how the forces of supply and demand shape prices, how firms make their production and pricing 
decisions, why certain goods are provided by the government while others are provided by the free 
market, cases when free markets fail to deliver efficient outcomes. 
 
Course goals 
By the end of the semester, you will learn basic tools of economic reasoning and will be able to 
apply those tools to your daily life decisions. In addition to that you will be able to use these tools 
to form your own judgment about issues like minimum wages, free trade, drug related crimes, and 
antitrust laws.  
 
Class format 



15% Average Homework Grade 
20% Midterm Exam 1 
20% Midterm Exam 2 
35% Final Exam 
 
Grading Scale 
93% and above corresponds to A, 90-92% corresponds to A-; 87-89% corresponds to B+, 83-86% 
is B, 80-82% is B-; 77-79% corresponds to C+, 73-76% is C, 70-72 is C-; 60-69% corresponds to 
D; below 60 corresponds to F. 
 
There is no rounding. This rule holds regardless of how close you are to a grade cutoff. For 
example, 89.99 is a B+ and will not be rounded to an A-. 
 
Extra Credit 
To compensate for the fact that there is no rounding I will occasionally offer extra credit activities. 
Those are bonus points and there is no way to recover them if you miss them.  
 
Exams 
Exams will consist of multiple choice questions. The questions will be based on the material 
covered during lectures. During most of the classes some time will be devoted to practicing 
multiple choice questions similar to those that will appear on the exams.  
 
If you miss an exam without documented excused absence, the grade for that exam will be zero. 
In case of an excused absence for the midterm exam, the weight of the midterm will be shifted to 
the final (final exam will have a weight of 55%). It is the responsibility of the student to inform 
the instructor about the excused absence as soon as possible. 
 
Currently Midterm Exam 1 is scheduled for February 22nd and Midterm Exam 2 is scheduled for 
March 31st. I will provide more information on timing of the exams and proctoring as the semester 
progresses (I prefer in person exams, but if that will not be possible, the exam will be proctored 
online). 
 
Lectures 
I strongly prefer to have the lectures in person. However due to covid situation we 



I know zoom can be awkward. I’ll have my video on during class but you don’t have to have yours 
on. I understand it might be uncomfortable and I would like class to be as comfortable as possible 
for you. If you do feel like having your video on for some portion of the class that is totally fine 
too. 
 
Pre-lecture assignments 
You will do and submit Pre-lecture assignments through the following website: 
achieve.macmillanlearning.com (see the information on how to join it below, the most important 
information you will need is the course ID and I highlighted it in yellow below). To get full points 
for a pre-lecture assignment, you need to both watch videos (Pre-lectures) and answer questions 
regarding them (Bridge Questions) before the video lectures I’ll post. If either of the two is 
incomplete the grade for that Pre-lecture assignment is zero. Typically we will have 2 Pre-lecture 
assignments per week. One assignment will be due at 11:00 am before Tuesday class and the 
second assignment will be due at 11:00am before Thursday class. Information about pre-lectures 
and when they are due will be available in a tentative calendar (posted in the same folder as the 
Syllabus on Canvas) and on the Achieve website. The grade for pre-lectures will be based on 
completion rather than on correctness, you will get a full grade as long as you put reasonable 
effort in and complete the assignments.  
 
The due date of pre-lecture assignments will NOT be extended for any reason. However, I will 
drop the 2 Pre-lecture assignments with the lowest grades when calculating the final grade for the 
semester. 
 
Important note regarding technical problems: there will be absolutely NO excuses accepted for 
technical problems. If you had technical problems you will have to use your free assignments 
(which is partly the reason they are offered). If you leave the assignment for the last minute, you 
are taking the risk of not having enough time in case a technical problem comes up during the 
submission process. I assume all of you are rational individuals and considered this risk at the time 
of making your decision to leave the assignment for the last minute.  
 





• Use a desktop or laptop computer 
• Reliable internet connection. Are others sharing bandwidth (streaming movies)? 

STEP 2: CONTACT CUSTOMER SUPPORT 
CLICK HERE to contact Customer Support 
(Chat with Customer Support, then either call tech support or email with Customer Support) 
  
STEP 3: EMAIL YOUR INSTRUCTOR 
If AFTER you contact tech support the issue is not resolved, please email me. When doing so, you



Disability Services website



scheduled exams, assignments or required attendance.  In this class, please email me if you have 
any conflicts for religious reasons. 
 
The class policies are subject to change due to unexpected external conditions and to ensure 
better student learning. 


