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Copyright © (2001) by University of California, Hastings College of the Law. L. Introduction
Reprinted from HASTINGS CONSTITUTIONAL LAW QUARTERLY, Volume 28, Americans might reasonably assume that the end of school
Number 3, Spring 2001, by permission. desegregation would coincide with the end of school segregation. But

whi_le de jure between-school segregation is now fading into the
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Figure 1). . ; from two school districts, investigating the harmful and segregative
igure effects of tracking, Part V considers legal challenges to tracking

Percent Black and L atino Students In 90.100 Percent Minority Schools 19531996 within the changed national context I'GSUltillg from the OngOing
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mherently discriminatory nor does it necessarily subject low-track
students to an inferior education.” Notwithstanding this support from

some rescarchers, plus tracking’s wide-spread acceptance in schools
— ———
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instance. Braddock and Dawkins demonstrated that minority and
white eighth graders’ plans to enroll in high school college
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A. The Broad Range of Prior Measured Achievement Within Tracks
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This is clear evidence of second-generation segregation - English track placement in Woodland Hills.™ The rcsu}is mfﬂfa[?:l‘
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Figure 7h . at same period.”
Nract nf 1997 Oth (Grade Fralich Plaramant A aadlen LT LA e .
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tmpact of 1287 3th Grade English Placement :ocking system actively denied educational opportunities to the
{Series are omitted ‘Ilahsu?:ds:rhll::w contsing lugs than -+ dents in lower level classes. Such ﬁndings point to one of the most
important criticisms of tracking nationally: that placements tend to
FD6 o e o ke on lives of their own, symbolizing a students rank and
i ] ere . . , , o0
o | capabilities and powerfully influencing his or her future chances.
w| I T e —— iy ,
i 2. Woodland Hills
2w T e —_———— — | T2 . . . . 191
g F:lﬁ\_.:“) . We also examined the impact of tracking in Woodland Hills
[ . .. . .
a : [ English courses. We created a statistical model, using linear
L [ I . . . .
§ O tmemoo T T | regression analysis, to determine the impact on subsequent test scores
- e [ y of various possible predictor variables. In particular, we were focused
3 50 8T T —— i te imtn aithan hick, ne lan trasl Enaljs
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2 N courses in the seventh grade.” Using the seventh grade [TBS score as
9| S e the outcome, Figure 8 shows the effect size for each predictor.” The
B e e earlier (sixth grade) TTBS score was, not surprisingly, the strongest
198 1007 e and most consistent predictor of the later ITBS score; each one-point
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Figure 8

Factors Driving 7th Grade Reading Achievement

Woodland Hills, 1994-1995

‘he siudents were promoted, while the second graph shows the levels
of cevirses taken by those promoted students.
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chosen to use the TAAS to drive instruction covering the state-

should suffice to raise Title VI issues concerning disparate raciai
aldopted cutrlcu}um ) /::rguab!y the court could hav:: en%aged in a imnact.”” So.lang s ghe stalc has set forth standards attached to
- n,? ol — T el o - - - -
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demand that is now an ingredient of both IDEA and Title I - that of educational adequacy.
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and “no child [is] left behind” was not intended by policymakers to be

taken literally. Perhaps the standards and high-stakes assessments

were intended only 10 embarrass and punish, as some have charged.'”
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