
June	26,	2020	
	
John	Donahoe	
President	and	Chief	Executive	Officer	
NIKE,	Inc.	
One	Bowerman	Drive	
Beaverton,	OR	97005	
	
Dear	M



the	continued	use	of	racist	language	and	images,	stereotypes	by	national	sports	franchises	
detracts	from	the	proud	indigenous	history	and	traditions	of	Native	peoples	and	perpetuates	
inaccurate	and	harmful	stereotypes	about	American	Indian	and	Alaska	Native	peoples,	exploits	
and	degrades	our	culture,	and	relegates	our	people	as	vestiges	of	the	past	or	cartoonish	
caricatures;	and	…	

the	use	of	the	R-word	as	the	name	and	mascot	of	the	Washington	National	Football	League	
team	is	offensive	and	hurtful	to	American	Indian	and	Alaska	Native	people	and	causes	direct,	
harmful	effects	on	the	physical	and	mental	health	and	academic	achievement	of	the	American	
Indian	and	Alaska	Native	populations,	particularly	youth;	and	…	

despite	the	team’s	arguments	to	the	contrary,	the	R-word	is	not	a	term	of	honor	or	respect,	but	
rather,	a	term	that	still	connotes	racism	and	genocide	for	Native	peoples	and	for	all	others	who	
know	of	this	history	and	recognize	that	it	is	wrong	to	characterize	people	by	the	color	of	their	
skin;	

Over	200	civil	rights	organizations	have	condemned	the	name.	Just	this	past	February,	a	University	of	
Michigan/University	of	California,	Berkeley	study	concluded	that	Native	American	participants	
significantly	oppose	the	Redskins	team	name	and	the	use	of	Native	mascots	in	general.	This	rigorous	
study	underscores	the	flaws	in	earlier	surveys	used	to	justify	the	continued	use	of	the	name.	

Many	companies	have	acknowledged	the	racism	of	the	name	and	have	distanced	themselves	from	
names	and	symbols	disparaging	native	peoples,	including	Anheuser-



First	Peoples	Worldwide	

Oneida	Nation	Trust	Enrollment	Committee	

Trillium	Asset	Management,	LLC	

Boston	Common	Asset	Management,	LLC	

Boston	Trust	Walden	

Mercy	Investment	Services,	Inc.	

First	Affirmative	Financial	Network	

	

Accountability	Counsel	

Adrian	Dominican	Sisters,	Portfolio	Advisory	Board	

AJF	Financial	Services,	Inc.	

Align	Impact	

As	You	Sow	

Azzad	Asset	Management	

Clean	Yield	Asset	Management	

Common	Interests	

Congregation	of	Sisters	of	St.	Agnes	

Congregation	of	St.	Joseph	

Dana	Investment	Advisors	







The	Needmor	Fund	

The	Province	of	Saint	Joseph	of	the	Capuchin	Order	


